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International legally -binding treaty with three 

main goals: 

1) Conservation of  biodiversity

2) Sustainable use of  biodiversity

3) Fair and equitable sharing of  the benefits   

arising from the use of  genetic resources

Signed in 1992, entered into force in 1993

193 Parties







By 2020, at least 17% of  terrestrial and 

inland water and 10% of  coastal and 

marine areas , especially areas of  

particular importance for biodiversity and 

ecosystem services, are protected 

through effectively and equitably 

managed, ecologically representative and 

well connected systems of  protected 

areas and other effective area -based 

conservation measures, and integrated 

into the wider landscape and seascapes.



1330 members from 170 countries 

24 members from Canada including DFO

What is a Marine Protected Area?

A clearly defined geographical space, recognised, 
dedicated and managed, through legal or other effective 
means, to achieve the long-term conservation of nature 
with associated ecosystem services and cultural values


